1858]
FOREIGN LIFE
475
purple rocks and sandy bays, and the afternoons in riding up the mountain staircases to the Saracenic rock-built castles and desolate towns.
"The mother thinks I have grown dreadfully worldly under your influence, and that my love for wild-flowers is the only hopeful sign remaining! "
From Salerno we made a glorious expedition to Psestitm, but on our return found our servant, John Gidman, alarmingly ill in consequence of a sunstroke
while fallen asleep on the balcony at Amalfi. His sufferings were dreadful, and he remained between life and death for a long time, and I believe was only eventually saved by the violent bleedings (so often inveighed against) of an Italian doctor. This delayed us long at the dull Salerno., and afterwards at La Cava, where I comforted myself by much drawing at Salvator Eosa's grotto in the valley below the old Benedictine convent.
1 From " Southern Italy."ten days, and spent the mornings in drawing amongst the 1 From " Southern Italy."s the subserviency of the police to the King of the Thieves was characteristic of public justice under Ferdinand II.
